
VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2019 7:00 PM 

FRANKLIN VILLAGE HALL 

32325 FRANKLIN ROAD, FRANKLIN, MICHIGAN 

 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Village of Franklin Planning Commission was called to order by 

Chairman, David Goldberg, at the Franklin Village Hall, 32325 Franklin Road, Franklin, 

Michigan at 7:01 PM. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Raj Abbass, Nena Downing, David Goldberg, Albert Haddad, Peter Halick, Stuart 

Wooters 

Absent: Dean Moenck 

Also Present: Sarah Traxler, Planning Consultant, McKenna & Associates; Jim Creech, Village 

Administrator; Eileen Pulker, Village Clerk; Mira Stakhiv, Village Council  

 

III. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Motion by Downing, seconded by Abbass to adopt the agenda, as presented. 

 

Ayes:  Abbass, Downing, Goldberg, Haddad, Halick, Wooters 

Nays:  None 

Absent:  Moenck 

Motion carried.  

 

IV. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

A. Regular Meeting of July 17, 2019 

Haddad had several corrections: Page 4, 2
nd

 paragraph under C. Franklin Cemetery Proposal, 

should read, “…Haddad confirmed that the Cemetery Board should pay for the drawing …” The 

4
th

 paragraph should read, “Goldberg should contact HRC…land area and to establish the total 

acreage. The land would then be appraised at the cemetery’s expense.” 

 

Motion by Abbass, seconded by Downing to approve the Minutes for the Regular Meeting 

of July 17, 2019, as amended. 

 

Ayes:  Abbass, Downing, Goldberg, Haddad, Halick, Wooters     

Nays:  None 

Absent:  Moenck 

Motion carried.  

 

V. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 

Creech reported that the approval of the ballot language failed.  There were only five (5) Council 

members present at the meeting, which meant that four (4) votes were needed for passage and 

that the vote was 3-2.  The ballot language was required to be at the County the next day, August 

13, 2019.  Relating to Planning Commission issues, Council approved the Special Use Permit 

Application for Solar Panels at 31040 Lucerne and the ZBA appointment was postponed.  
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Increase in the compensation for the Administrator was approved.  Creech also noted that he had 

amended his resignation date to later in the year in order to assist in finding his successor. 

 

Creech responding to a question stated that there had been talk about having special meetings 

between now and the next Council meeting in September so that the entire Council could be part 

of the discussions.  He was working on an RFP for engineering for the downtown area.  There 

was a discussion about the possibility and viability of doing some of the work now. 

 

VI. BUDGET AND EXPENSES REPORT 

There were general discussions and explanations about the Budget. 

 

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments were made at this time. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

  A.  Electronic Communications to Planning Commission  

Goldberg reported that Pulker and Traxler had electronically sent out all of the PC documents to 

the Commissioners.  He was wondering if they were comfortable with receiving their packets 

that way in the future.  Pulker stated that she would continue to mail out packets to those who 

prefer it, and will continue to print a copy and have it available at the meeting for those members 

who did not receive one in the mail. 

 

  B.  Planning Commission Corner (Blog)  

Goldberg stated that Moenck had raised the idea of a Planning Commission blog or message 

board on the Village website.  Goldberg suggested postponing this discussion until next month 

when Moenck would be at the meeting.  Stakhiv mentioned that Council had discussed having an 

informational section on the Village website. 

 

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

  A.  Sign Guidelines 

This item was not discussed. 

 

  B.  Franklin Cemetery Proposal 

Goldberg met with the Cemetery Board and reported that generally, everything was the same as 

before and things would be moving forward.  He made sure the Board understood that anything 

the Planning Commission did would be subject to the Council’s approval.  He anticipated that 

Council would want Planning to bring a whole package to the Cemetery Board which would 

include a pre-negotiated deal for the Board to ratify, deny or modify.  He also made it clear that 

Council could possibly turn down the deal.  The Cemetery Board would be reaching out to a 

professional who would contact HRC to get this area formatted in a drawing rendering as 

requested by PC to demonstrate what could be done with this area.  Without being committal he 

informed the Board that he anticipated this process being a donation or some form of a reciprocal 

agreement in exchange for the land.  No matter what, he roughly outlined what process needed to 

be performed, including an appraisal paid by the Cemetery Board.  Planning would be in favor of 

the relocation of the path and the replacement and relocation of a fence.  Goldberg reported that 

the Cemetery Board did not intend to remove any trees. 
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  C.  Downtown Development Task Force 

Downing stated that, apparently, there had been a meeting of which she was not informed.  

Creech confirmed that Traxler was now the Project Manager for the Task Force.  Traxler 

confirmed there had been a meeting July 22, 2019 and at Downing’s request and for Downing’s 

benefit Traxler gave a brief summary of what had been discussed.  The meeting attendees 

included a representative from Main Street Oakland County, Director of Main Street Franklin, 

Creech, and herself.  

 

Traxler noted that Hansen had asked that she keep the Planning Commission informed. 

 

  D.  Master Plan Implementation 

   1. Master Plan Implementation Survey 

Traxler had sent out a modified version of the “old” online survey to the Planning 

Commissioners.  This current one, dated August 18, 2019, had been the narrowed down and also 

included the last two (2) pages of the 2015 Master Plan document:  Organization/Implementation 

Tasks.  Goldberg referred to the task of filling out the survey and the prioritization of the results 

as a “Five (5) Year Review and Update”.  

 

Traxler will email all Commissioners the Survey to be returned to her so she could tabulate the 

results.  These would be discussed at the next meeting, as well as strategic issues not included in 

the survey but ones the Commissioners thought should be considered.  Traxler discussed the 

format she would be using for the written results.  

 

There was a discussion of the options for the handling and magnitude of the update of the Master 

Plan, which was programmed for FY2019/2020, as well as several different ways to present 

them; i.e. updating the document itself or doing the amendments similar to that of an appendix 

update. 

 

  2. Proposed Projects  

Moenck and Traxler sent copies of the Safety Path Proposal documents (March, 2009 and 

September 3, 2009) and Safety Path Master Plan Final Report to the Commissioners.  About ten 

(10) years ago the Village voted on this issue but it did not pass. 

 

At the next Council meeting, Goldberg will pose the question if the Council wanted PC to revisit 

and update the proposal of the Safety Path Master Plan issue. 

 

  E.  Open Space/Impervious Surface Ordinance 

Goldberg questioned if Council had officially asked PC to research and work on an Open 

Space/Impervious Surface Ordinance.  At the next Council meeting he would address this issue. 

 

X. GENERAL COMMUNICATION   

  A.  Upcoming Meeting Dates:  Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting, September18, 

2019, 7:00 PM. 

 

Downing noted that she might not be able to attend the next meeting. 
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XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Downing, seconded by Abbass to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Ayes:  Abbass, Downing, Goldberg, Haddad, Halick, Wooters 

Nays:  None 

Absent:  Moenck 

Motion carried.  

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       Gail Beke, Recording Secretary 

 

       __________________________ 

       Eileen H. Pulker, Clerk 

          


